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The 

 

ANNUAL LABOR DAY WEEKEND  

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE  (Sept. 3) 

& 

FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
 

Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. in Morris Hall, 

followed by a quick flip of the room and then a  

yummy catered lunch!  If you are in town, please plan to  

join your Garber Family for this annual event! 

Staff On Retreat! 

Your Garber Staff will be attending the nationally acclaimed Willow Creek Leadership Summit, 
via telecast, in Wilmington, NC on August 9 - 11.  We are all excited to get away together and 
experience this telecast of cutting edge leaders in today’s church and business world.  Please 

pray for your staff that this would be a time of renewal and learning, love and fellowship,     
sharing and fun!  Thank you, Garber Church, for this opportunity! 

  

Please note:  the church office will be open August 9 - 11 from 9:00 a.m. to noon only each day. 

Faith in Action Vision Clinic 
Information and Training Meeting 

  

We need lots of help to have another very successful Vision Clinic on      
Saturday, September 16!  There is a job for everyone  - skilled and unskilled 
helpers, from eye charts, to BP checks, to runners, to helpers in the kitchen, 
to prayer teams, to line control, to sign-ins, and the list continues!  We will work in shifts so you don’t have to 
commit to the entire day — unless you are willing! 
  

There will be sign up tables on both sides of our campus on Sunday, August 6 and Sunday, August 13.  Then 
we will have our information and training meeting on Wednesday, August 16, exactly one month prior to the 
clinic!  Please put these important dates in your calendar and plan to help us on this exciting day as we serve 
those in our community who are without vision care. 
  

If you have any questions, please contact Cathy Doty at cdoty181@gmail.com.   
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Seeing the Signs 
 that Jesus is God 
 
We are studying the signs identified by John in his Gospel.  He calls them signs, not miracles, because they carry 
meaning and a message.  He calls them signs because they point beyond themselves to a more profound reality.  
They are signs because they invite us to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and believing may have 
life in his name. (John 20:21) 
 
Only seven are presented by John: water to wine, the healing of the nobleman’s son, healing the lame man,    
feeding the 5,000, walking on water, healing the man born blind, and the raising of Lazarus.  Each reveals     
something of Jesus and his saving ministry among us.  Each challenges us to believe. 
 
Some see the signs and refuse to believe.  As John describes the Jewish leaders, they do not dispute that Jesus 
has accomplished some remarkable feats.  One, in honesty, declared that Jesus must have come from God. 
(John 3:2)  Most were not so forthcoming.  Instead, they refused to believe.  The signs were refused, resisted, 
rejected.  Seeing they would not see.  (John 9:35-41) These would not share in eternal life. 
 
Others seek the spectacular and fail to see the sign.  To them, Jesus is at best a wonder worker. These seek the 
act, and they are bound to Jesus only by a love for the sensational.  If there is any measure of true believing, it is 
kept alive by continued proofs.  Perhaps these are holding daisies and plucking the petals. “God loves me; God 
loves me not.”  Only remarkable and sensational events convince. When Jesus challenged them to move beyond 
the emotional and sensational so as to “eat his flesh and drink his blood,” they would not rise to the demands of 
discipleship. (John 6:26-35, 53-58)  These left Jesus. (John 6:66) 
 
A third group believe and therefore see the signs.  Believing opens their eyes, and the Gospel becomes a lens by 
which one sees the gracious presence of Christ and his redeeming work.  These believe in Christ for eternal life. 
When so many left, Jesus asked the twelve, “You do not want to go away, also, do you?”  Peter answered, “Lord, 
to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. We have believed and have come to know that you are 
the Holy One of God.” (John 6 67-69)  
 
As the Gospel moves to its end, a final group is identified.  These believe in Jesus even when not seeing signs.  
Jesus said to Thomas, “Because you have seen me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and 
yet believed.” (John 20:29). 
 
We seek to be believing.  Hopefully we are cultivating not a spiritual thrill-seeking, but genuine belief. John only 
uses the verb to remind us that we must grow and mature, deepen and strengthen in believing. Hopefully we are 
nurturing a people who readily assent to the truth that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and, assenting, who 
trust themselves wholly to Him as Savior and Lord. 
 
 
Surgery: Round Two 
 
As this newsletter is published, I am preparing for another cervical spine (neck) surgery.  On Christmas Day,    
following our wonderful worship service, I became immobile because of severe pain.  As it turns out, a ruptured 
disc in my neck at the C4/C5 joint was pressuring my spinal cord.  I had surgery in January. 
 
That, however, was but one round in a much larger battle with degeneration in my back which we have been 
monitoring for years since my first serious cervical spine rupture and surgery in 1988.  My fuller problem includes 
not just the cervical spine, but also the lumbar. 
 
Now it is time for a second surgery to relieve impingement on nerve roots at C3/C4, C5/C6, and C6/C7 joints.  If 
the surgery is successful, I should regain arm and hand functioning especially on the right side.  Hopefully there 
will also be an alleviation of pain in the neck, upper back, right arm, and hand. 
 
As with the earlier surgery, I will necessarily be absent for a number of weeks. My actual surgery will be longer, 
but I do not expect my recovery period to be exceptionally longer. We are planning for a two week longer          
recovery.  All going well, I should be back in the pulpit October 1.  In the meantime, I hope to meet with our       
worship team on Mondays at my house to stay engaged in our worship directions.  Additionally, I have ordered 
two college level courses to study: one on St. Augustine’s City of God, arguably the most influential book ever 
written in Western history; the other, an introduction to Philosophy which I have not formally studied since college. 
 
(cont. on page 3)  
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My Garber Family,   

Twenty years!  That’s a long time loving someone.  But really it is just a drop in the ocean compared to how long I will love 
Garber and my children.  Thanks for being my second family, and I will always miss you.  Miss Brenda 

Dear Garber, Thank you so much for the goodies, lunch and especially the Bible.  I will carry it with me as I attend 
USC this fall.  I have loved growing up in an environment full of positive people and positive attitudes.  Thanks for all 
the encouragement and support.  Love, Jessica Ayers 

Mosaic News 
 
Approximately 50 Garber Seniors attended the MOSAIC Lunch OUT event on July 24 at Carolina Grill. A wonderful time of 
fellowship and fun was had by all, not even to mention the great food! Thanks to all who participated and came out to join in 
the day! We appreciate the “behind the scenes” work done by Pam Birmingham, who helped to coordinate this event and  
Andy Gower for driving the Garber bus. 
 

MOSAIC Outreach and Mission Projects 
 

Fifty goodie bags were packed for our Garber ASP Mission Team that embarked to Rutherfordton, NC on July 23. Thanks to 
all our MOSAIC members who donated items for the goodie bags and/or came out on July 19 to pack them. You are an       
awesome group, and your love and service in the name of our Lord is so appreciated! Additionally, I would like to also thank 
those who helped with Vacation Bible School snacks. A” special thanks” goes out to Sara King who was our “Brownie of the 
Day” Queen.   
 

We are looking forward to our next MOSAIC trip on Sunday, August 13: 
 

Thirty-five of our seniors will take a boat tour of the coastal waters around 4:45   
after eating lunch/supper (reservations are at 3:00 pm) at the ICEHOUSE Restaurant 
in Swansboro. 
 

The rest of those going will extend their lunch time and enjoy the fellowship, walk 
downtown to check out any shops open, or go out on a/the dock and enjoy the      
waterfront. Reservations for the boat tour and restaurant are FULL, however, if you 

have not already signed up and wish to go, you are welcome to drive and meet us for the outdoor concert which starts at       
6:30pm. It is free, however , they will take donations. 
 

The concert is performed by a group called “WILD HONEY”, an acoustic music duo, who have been playing a mixture of 
pop, blues, boogie, country rock, and folk since 2009.  The duo is comprised of Angie Cooper on vocals and rhythm guitar and 
Matt Miller who also sings and plays an assor tment of instruments including the mandolin, banjo, and harmonica. 
Their down home, yet refined blend of old and new connects with audiences through it’s honest, earthy and sweet sound. It 
promises to be an enjoyable afternoon and evening! So come and join in the fun and fellowship with other Garber members. 

(Cont. from page 2).  
 
Garber Church is in great hands.  The Head of the Church is always present and at work through the Holy Spirit.  
The Spirit has equipped an incredible Church staff and wonderful lay leadership.  Under the guidance of these 
Spirit-filled women and men, Garber Church will continue its mission of making disciples.  Worship, discipleship, 
mission, fellowship / congregation care, and the stewardship of gifts will continue.  Christ will be proclaimed;     
people will be loved. 
 
Thank you for your prayers in these days. Pray for the Church and her leadership. Pray for our worship services, 
our study groups, our mission outreach like the Vision Clinic, and for the effective stewardship of our life as God’s 
Church.  Pray for me, but please pray for Jerri, my wife, who, in addition to caring for me, also cares for my     
mother.  
 
You will be greatly missed.  To be absent from you is a deep pain in my soul.  You who are the people of Garber 
Church are an incredible gift and blessing.  To know you and to share life with you is to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  May God watch over you and bless you richly in these days. 
 
Love in Christ, 
David A. Banks 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 
4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 
Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

Please note these dates! 

Sunday, August 20:   Promotion Sunday for Kids in Christ & FUEL   

    Student Ministries; Blessing of the Backpacks in all Services 

Sunday, August 27:   Adult Breakfast 9:00-9:45 

     Sunday School 9:50-10:30 

Notaries will be available on these dates to assist with the 2017-18 

Safety Forms you will receive in the mail.  More info about classes/ 

studies will be available mid-August in the annual Educational Mailing. 

We hope you will plan to be with us!  This is a great time to bring a 

friend or neighbor that might be wanting to explore Garber! 

J T Barber Elementary School Ministry:  1080 

If you are interested in learning about the JT Barber/Garber UMC partnership ministry, 

please join us on Tuesday, August 15 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 123. 


